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and languages is specifically stipulated in the Articles of the
Treaty of Versailles, upon which the power of the Governing
Commission is based.

ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM

Except for the very important fact that the Saar Com-
mission is, of course, not elected by the inhabitants, the
system of administration set up in the Saar bears much
resemblance to that which exists in an American city boasting
the Commission form of government, and possessing at the
same time a highly developed civil service. Tax-collectors,
railway engineers, postal clerks, teachers, and justices are
German officials who have taken the following oath :

I pledge my fidelity to the Governing Commission, representing
the League of Nations, my obedience to the laws, and my con-
scientious fulfilment of the duties of my office.

The Commission has, it is true, appointed a small number
of non-German officials to assist it in the handling of technical
problems, but it did not at once attempt radical alterations
in the operation of the administrative services, which continue
to function along German lines. From the very first, too,
the official journal has been issued only in the native language
(German).

Nevertheless, the Saar Commission took office under ex-
traordinary circumstances. Not only did it inaugurate an
international regime, but it was faced with the necessity of
substituting civil for military administration. No military
service, either voluntary or compulsory, carf be exacted from
the inhabitants of the territory, and the construction of
fortifications is forbidden. Only a local gendarmerie for the
maintenance of order may be established, but pending the
organisation of such a force, the Commission has secured the
services of French troops to provide for the protection of
persons and property. These are garrison troops, however,